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A Personal Journey Through Four  
Flourishing Decades
Reflecting on my personal journey with the club, 
which spans four decades, I marvel at the evolution 
from a young college graduate and a new mother to 
my current role as chairperson for the past sixteen 
years. The involvement of my children and now my 
grandchildren in the club’s activities underlines the 
deep familial and communal bonds fostered by our 
collective love for horticulture.

Milestones of Growth and Contribution
Under my chairmanship, the club has reached several 
significant milestones that have not only enriched our 
community but have also set benchmarks in the world 
of gardening and conservation within the Kingdom 
of Bahrain. Here are a few highlights:

•	� 2000-2001: Introduction of prestigious awards 
like His Majesty Cup for resident gardens and 
Her Highness Shaikha Haya Bint Mohammad  
Bin Salman Al Khalifa Cup for exotic plants, 
fostering a spirit of excellence and competition 
among enthusiasts.

•	� 2012: The inauguration of a new club extension 
including a tea room and office area, alongside 
the establishment of a proper archive for club 

A Legacy of Lush Vistas and Vibrant Communities

As the calendar pages turn to mark the 
year 2025, The Bahrain Garden Club 
commemorates an extraordinary milestone: 
its Diamond Jubilee. This celebration is not 
just a reflection of time passed but a vibrant 
tapestry of achievements, community 
building, and environmental stewardship 
woven over sixty years.

Celebrating Six Decades of Green Excellence:

THE DIAMOND JUBILEE OF THE 
BAHRAIN GARDEN CLUB
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documents, ensuring the preservation of our 
rich history.

•	� 2015: Our Golden Jubilee celebrations, which 
included honoring members and presenting a 
portrait to His Majesty, crafted meticulously with 
cross-stitching.

•	� 2019: Presentation of the historical book, 
‘Fifty Fruitful Years,’ to His Majesty the King, 
encapsulating the club’s enduring legacy.

•	� 2023: A notable recognition where His Majesty 
King Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa sponsored club 
members’ visit to the Chelsea Flower Show, 
highlighting our international affiliations and 
commitment to global horticultural standards.

•	 �2025: Our Diamond Jubilee, a celebration of ‘Sixty 
Fruitful Years’ of making the Kingdom of Bahrain 
greener and more environmentally conscious.

Educational Outreach and Future Visions
Beyond celebrations and milestones, my tenure has 

been deeply committed to educational outreach. With 
over 200 events, workshops, and lectures under our 
belt, we’ve enriched the botanical knowledge and 
environmental awareness of our society.

The introduction of new competitions like the Riffa 
Views Cup for Art in school gardens encourages 
young minds to appreciate and participate in 
gardening, ensuring that our green legacy continues 
through the hands of the next generation.

Conclusion
The Bahrain Garden Club’s Diamond Jubilee is not just 
a celebration of past achievements but a beacon for 
future endeavors. We stand committed to enhancing 
the beauty and ecological wellbeing of Bahrain, 
nurturing not only plants but the hearts and minds 
of all those involved in our community. As we look 
forward to building on our legacy, we invite every 
enthusiast and environmental advocate to join us in 
our journey towards a greener, more flourishing world.
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THE ROLE OF PARKS IN SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT

The Bahrain Garden Club is one of the oldest 
private clubs in the Kingdom of Bahrain. First 
established in 1965 during the reign of the 
late Amir His Royal Highness Sheikh Isa bin 
Salman Al Khalifa, may God rest his soul, 
the club received support by the late Amir 
who held the title of honorary club president 
and was a strong supporter of the club’s 
activities and events .

The Bahrain Garden Club continues to be under royal 
patronage, that of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa, the current Honorary President. His Majesty 
King Hamad has always been keen to emphasize the 
importance of preserving the environment, which 
can be seen by the attention that the government, 
represented by His Royal Highness Sheikh Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince and Prime Minister, 
pays to afforestation and to the commitment of the 
Kingdom of Bahrain to double the number of trees 
by the year 2035 aiming to reach zero neutrality by 
the year 2060.

The presence of public parks within a country is an 
indication of the country’s interest in its citizens, and 
the extent of its care for the aesthetic image of the 
country and its tourist façade. It is evidence of a 
country’s interest in preserving the environment.
The Ministry of Municipalities Affairs and Agriculture, 
being the government entity in charge of parks in the 
Kingdom, pays great attention to the establishment 
of new parks and to the afforestation of roads, parks 
and intersections. The Bahrain Garden Club also plays 
a key role in raising awareness with regards to the 
importance of afforestation, creating green spaces 
and encouraging citizens and residents to establish 
and care for parks as well.

Through its partnerships with civil organizations 
and private institutions, the Ministry aims to enrich 

its operations with the research and experience 
offered by organizations in the fields of agriculture, 
horticulture, greening and beautification projects. 
The ministry seeks to promote the culture of 
agriculture and raise awareness of its environmental 
and nutritional importance. We commend here the 
role of the Bahrain Garden Club and its Board of 
Directors in bridging this culture and developing 
public awareness in the field of public parks and 
home gardens preservation.

H.E. Eng. Wael bin Nasser Al Mubarak
Minister of Municipalities Affairs and Agriculture
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The Ministry’s approach towards implementing 
agricultural beautification projects and afforestation 
is strategic in nature, in which various parties in 
the Kingdom, including government and private 
institutions, contribute to the implementation of 
the related efforts. Implementation of the National 
Afforestation Plan is underway, it aims to double the 
number of trees by the year 2035 from 1.8 million to 
approximately 3.6 million trees with the target of 
planting 140,0000 tree per year has been exceeded 
in both the years 2022 and 2023.

Efforts to reduce carbon emissions by 50% by the 
year 2035 and reach zero neutrality by the year 2060 
are continuous, these targets are in line with and 
in support of international initiatives designed to 
address climate challenges. The Kingdom of Bahrain 
is fully aware of the impact and effects of climate 
change and the need to coordinate efforts to address 
climate change challenges head on.

The Ministry, as part of its implementation of the 
afforestation plan, has made sure to select large 
evergreen trees suitable for the climate of Bahrain 
with low water consumption, high tolerance of soil 
salinity, high gas absorption levels, all of which are 
factors that contribute to reducing temperatures and 
providing large areas of shade.

The Ministry has executed a wide range of strategic 
projects for gardens and parks that serve the 
community, such as the development of the Water 

Park in the Capital Governorate, which was opened in 
2023 and now serves the governorate with an area of 
6 hectares and contains walkways for visitors, resting 
sites, children’s games, and 300 parking spaces along 
with a number of other facilities. Al Kubra Garden is 
also another project executed by the Ministry. The 
park is located in the Muharraq Governorate and was 
inaugurated in the year 2021. It has an area of about 9 
hectares, surrounded by a 1 km walkway, and includes 
children play areas, shaded family areas and 493 
parking spaces. The development of Ain Al-Haniniya 
park in the Southern Governorate was completed 
last year with an area of more than 7,000 square 
meters, and included the revival of the historical Ain 
Al-Haniniya. Amongst other strategic projects as well 
is Barbar Park, opened in the Northern Governorate 
last year with an area of 8,484.5 square meters. 
All projects were designed with green spaces and 
targeted increased afforestation.

The Bahrain Garden Club is a pivotal partner in the 
development of public and home parks, and with 
its community contributions, it increases public 
awareness of the importance of afforestation, tree 
conservation and the establishment of gardens, 
thereby contributing to creating a sustainable 
environmental reality in the Kingdom of Bahrain.
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Under the patronage of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa, 
Wife of His Majesty the King of Bahrain, 
the National Initiative for Agriculture 
Development (NIAD) is committed to leading 
Bahrain towards a sustainable and self-
sufficient agricultural future.

Our mission is to foster a thriving agricultural sector 
that contributes to the nation’s economic growth, 
food security and environmental well-being. In this 
pursuit, the Bahrain Garden Club has been an 
invaluable partner, cultivating a profound impact 
on our community. For decades, the Club has been 
instrumental in nurturing a thriving horticultural 
community, inspiring generations, and enhancing the 
aesthetic appeal of our beloved country. The Bahrain 
Garden Club stands as a testament to the Kingdom’s 
deep-rooted love for nature and its commitment to 
creating a greener, more beautiful Bahrain.

The partnership between the National Initiative for 
Agriculture Development (NIAD) and the Bahrain 
Garden Club (BGC) is a reflection of our shared 
vision for Bahrain’s green future. Over the years, we 
have worked hand-in-hand to organize and support 
numerous agricultural and horticultural events  
and initiatives. Our collaboration has blossomed, 
marked by a series of fruitful initiatives. The launch of 
the prestigious Bahrain International Garden Show 
in 2004 marked a pivotal moment, as it became a 
platform that has since continued to showcase  
our rich heritage and the best of Bahrain’s 
horticultural talent through BGC’s Annual Flower 
and Vegetable Competition.	

H.E. Sh. Maram Bint Isa Al Khalifa
Secretary-General of the National Initiative  
for Agriculture Development
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Shared values are the cornerstone of our partnership. 
We both strongly believe in the transformative 
power of education, the importance of community 
engagement, and the urgency of sustainable 
practices. Through joint educational programs and 
capacity-building workshops, we have empowered 
many individuals to embrace sustainable practices. 
I like to think that our alliance has been a catalyst 
for innovation and inspiring new approaches to 
gardening, farming, and environmental conservation. 
These initiatives have fostered a deeper appreciation 
for nature and contributed to the overall well-being 
of our community. By combining our expertise and 
resources, we have created a synergy that propels 
us towards a greener future.

I would like to highlight that the partnership between 
the National Initiative for Agriculture Development 
(NIAD) and the Bahrain Garden Club is one that 
I am personally very proud of. As we look to the 
future, we envision a Bahrain where agriculture and 
horticulture are seamlessly integrated into daily 
life. We aspire to create and enhance a network 
of community gardens, urban farms, and green 
spaces that provide food, recreation, and education. 
Our partnership with the Bahrain Garden Club will 
continue to be at the forefront of these efforts. We 
are excited about the opportunities to expand our 
partnership and create an even greater impact on 
Bahrain’s green landscape. Together, we can aim 
to build a resilient and self-sufficient agricultural 
system that nourishes both people and the planet.

Dear club members, your dedication to beautifying 
our nation and educating the public is truly 
commendable. This Diamond Jubilee is an attestation 
of your enduring commitment to our shared vision. 
We are honored to have been a part of your journey 
and look forward to many more years of collaboration. 
Your contributions to Bahrain’s landscape and 
the well-being of its people are immeasurable. 
Congratulations on this remarkable milestone!

Maram bint Isa Al Khalifa
Secretary-General
National Initiative for Agricultural Development

FOR DECADES, THE CLUB HAS BEEN 
INSTRUMENTAL IN NURTURING A 

THRIVING HORTICULTURAL COMMUNITY, 
INSPIRING GENERATIONS, AND 

ENHANCING THE AESTHETIC APPEAL OF 
OUR BELOVED COUNTRY.
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BAHRAIN GARDEN CLUB 

AND 
COMMUNITIES

15



BAHRAIN GARDEN CLUB 

YOUTH 
INITIATIVE
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We would like to extend our heartfelt 
congratulations to the Board of Directors and 
all members of the Bahrain Garden Club on 
the occasion of the 60th anniversary of this 
esteemed club. BGC has been distinguished 
by its significant contributions, activities, 
and initiatives in supporting the agricultural 
sector in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Celebrating 60 Years of the Bahrain Garden Club:

It is well known that the club has enjoyed the 
patronage of His Highness the Late Amir Shaikh Isa 
bin Salman Al Khalifa, and this support has continued 
under the leadership of His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa. The BGC also receives ongoing 
support from Her Royal Highness Princess Sabeeka 
bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa, Wife of His Majesty the King 
and President of the Supreme Council for Women 
(SCW), reaffirming the unlimited support provided to 
the agricultural sector by our wise leadership.

We have had the honor of joining the supporters 
of the Bahrain Garden Club since Riffa Views 
sponsored the Bahrain International Garden Show 
in 2007. Our relationship with BGC was further 
strengthened in 2019 when we signed a MoU with 
BGC. This partnership aimed to benefit from the 
club’s accumulated expertise in gardening and to 
provide experts for lectures and workshops in various 
agricultural fields.

Over the years, we have organized numerous events 
for Riffa Views residents in partnership with BGC. 
These activities include training programs, workshops 
on garden design, and judging competitions in 
agricultural activities organized by Riffa Views. We 
also offer suggestions and ideas to improve the 
agricultural systems at Riffa Views. Additionally, we 
are proud of our sponsorship of BGC, including the 
annual Riffa Views Cup for Art in School Gardens.

Since the launch of our distinguished residential 
project, Riffa Views has been committed to being one 
of the largest joint property projects in the Kingdom 
of Bahrain. It consists of 1,054 residential units of 
various sizes and includes 900,000 square meters of 
green area distributed among 40 communal gardens 
of different sizes. There are also green areas in front 

Yasser Abdulrahman Alraee
Managing Director of Riffa Views

A LEGACY OF GREEN EXCELLENCE
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of all residential units and along all internal streets 
and roads in Riffa Views. Additionally, the Royal Golf 
Club course spans 600,000 square meters. Green 
area in Riffa Views represents 56% of the total area 
of 2.7 million square meters.

When determining these green areas, Riffa Views 
focused on planting environmentally friendly trees 
and plants that enhance the urban environment by 
absorbing pollutants, intercepting dust and small 
particles, producing oxygen, reducing air temperature, 
slowing down wind speeds, and preserving the soil.

At Riffa Views, we are also committed to water 
conservation as a priceless national resource. We use 
over 500,000 cubic meters of treated water annually 
to irrigate communal and household gardens and 
green areas. This water is treated at the Riffa Views 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, which has an annual 
production capacity of 1.3 million cubic meters.

Furthermore, we have created artificial lakes covering 
45,000 square meters, overlooking several communal 
gardens and residential units. These eco-friendly 

lakes contain aquatic life, including small fish, and 
are home to several ducks that breed continuously. 
The lakes are fed using treated water from treatment 
plant, thus not burdening Bahrain’s water resources. 
They require ten times less water than what is 
used for green area cultivation and attract various 
migratory birds.

Our company has also invested in clean energy by 
installing solar-powered lighting poles in communal 
gardens. This environmental investment aims to 
support sustainable development by reducing 
fuel use and eliminating pollution and toxic gases 
emitted from power generation stations. Solar 
lighting requires no electrical network connections or 
generators, ensures protection from power outages, 
and eliminates the need for ground cable installations, 
reducing pressure on the government electricity grid.

In line with this, we have also switched all lighting 
units to a low-voltage LED system, contributing 
to environmental preservation, reducing daily 
operational costs, and lowering regular maintenance 
expenses.

In 2023, we signed an agreement to establish a solar 
power plant to reduce carbon emissions and energy 
expenses, aligning with Bahrain’s commitment to 
sustainability and environmental preservation. This 
developmental project will produce 70 GWh of energy, 
equivalent to planting over 810,000 seedlings for ten 
years, offsetting nearly 50,000 metric tons of carbon 
dioxide emissions.

From this perspective, we find that our strategic 
partnership with the Bahrain Garden Club fully 
achieves its intended goals and has positively 
impacted our initiatives toward sustainable 
development, particularly our annual achievement 
of high rates of green space expansion.

In conclusion, we extend our deepest thanks and 
appreciation to all members of the Bahrain Garden 
Club, especially the esteemed Ms. Zahra Abdulmalik 
and Ms. Tahra Jaberi, for their sincere efforts and 
tireless work in raising awareness of the importance 
of agriculture and sustainable development. We 
also thank them for their continuous support of 
all programs and activities that serve our beloved 
kingdom, wishing the Bahrain Garden Club and all 
those involved continued success and prosperity.
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At Bapco Refining, we are deeply honored to have 
played a role in this mission, contributing to the 
club’s initiatives for decades and helping to shape 
a greener Bahrain.

Our commitment to supporting the Bahrain Garden 
Club stems from our belief that environmental 
stewardship and community engagement go hand 
in hand. While our primary focus is on refining oil and 
providing energy, we’ve always recognized that our 
responsibility extends beyond the industrial sector. 
We have a deep-rooted commitment to enhancing 
Bahrain’s natural environment, ensuring that future 
generations inherit a thriving, sustainable landscape.

Bapco Refining has actively participated in national 
planting efforts, contributing to the beautification 
of Bahrain’s public spaces. These projects are not 
just about aesthetics—they’re about fostering a 
connection between the people of Bahrain and 
the natural world around them. By planting trees 
and creating green spaces, we’re helping to make 
Bahrain a more beautiful, healthier place to live.

One initiative that we’re particularly proud of is our 
involvement in the Green School Award. This annual 
competition, established in 2005 in partnership with 
the Ministry of Education and the Supreme Council 
for Environment, encourages school children to 
develop innovative ideas related to planting, 
renewable energy, or recycling. Now in its 16th 

For nearly 60 years, the Bahrain Garden Club 
has nurtured a love for gardening and the 
environment in the hearts of Bahrain’s citizens. 
Since its founding in 1965, the club has been 
the country’s leading voice in promoting 
horticulture, raising public awareness about 
the importance of green spaces, and providing 
a platform for sharing gardening knowledge. 

Proudly supporting the Bahrain Garden Club’s

Dr. Abdulrahman Jawahery
Chief Executive Officer - Bapco Refining

60 YEARS OF LEGACY

cycle, the Green School Award inspires the next 
generation of environmental leaders. We believe 
that by engaging young minds and encouraging 
them to think creatively about environmental 
solutions, we’re helping to build a more sustainable 
future for Bahrain.

Bapco Refining’s commitment to environmental 
sustainability also extends to Bahrain’s coastal 
ecosystems. Our dedicated mangrove nursery is a 
critical part of our efforts to protect and preserve 
the marine environment. Each year, we grow 
approximately 2,000 mangrove seedlings, which 
are then transplanted into Bahrain’s coastal waters. 
Mangroves are essential to the health of our marine 
ecosystems, providing habitat for wildlife, stabilizing 
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shorelines, and absorbing carbon dioxide. By 
supporting the restoration of Bahrain’s mangrove 
forests, we’re playing a role in combating climate 
change and protecting the natural resources that 
sustain our island. 

Another highlight of our environmental efforts is 
the creation of the Princess Sabeeka Park in Awali. 
Established in 2010, this park covers an expansive 
43,000 square meters and is home to more than 
51,000 plants, including a diverse array of local date 
palms. The park is more than just a beautiful green 
space—it’s a living testament to the possibilities 
of sustainable landscaping in Bahrain’s desert 
climate. For Bapco Refining, the Princess Sabeeka 
Park represents our belief in the power of nature to 
bring communities together, improve quality of life, 
and create a lasting legacy for future generations.

As we reflect on our partnership with the Bahrain 
Garden Club, we’re proud of the impact we’ve been 
able to make together. Over the years, we’ve seen 
the club grow from a small group of passionate 
gardeners into a leading force for environmental 
education and advocacy in Bahrain. Their work has 
inspired countless individuals to take up gardening, 
to think about their impact on the environment, and 
to become active participants in the fight for a more 
sustainable world.

On this Diamond Jubilee, we extend our heartfelt 
congratulations to the Bahrain Garden Club. Sixty 
years of promoting horticulture and environmental 
awareness is no small feat, and we are honored to 
have been a part of this journey. We look forward 
to continuing our partnership for many years to 
come, working together to build a greener, more 
sustainable Bahrain.
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On behalf of the Embassy of Japan 
in Bahrain, I extend my heartfelt 
congratulations to President Zahra 
Abdulmalik and the Bahrain Garden Club 
on the momentous occasion of its Diamond 
Jubilee. This milestone celebrates not only 
the Club’s dedication to horticulture but also 
the enduring cultural and environmental 
partnership between our two nations.

On behalf of the Embassy of Japan in Bahrain, I 
extend my heartfelt congratulations to President 
Zahra Abdulmalik and the Bahrain Garden Club on 
the momentous occasion of its Diamond Jubilee. This 
milestone celebrates not only the Club’s dedication 
to horticulture but also the enduring cultural and 
environmental partnership between our two nations.
Among its many achievements, the Bahrain Garden 
Club has been instrumental in promoting sustainable 
gardening practices and environmental conservation 
across the Kingdom. The Embassy of Japan is 
privileged to be partnering with the Bahrain Garden 
Club for several decades. This collaboration stands 
as a shining example of our shared appreciation 
for horticulture and aesthetics. Since 1978, the 
Bahrain Garden Club has proudly featured an 
Ikebana competition in its annual horticultural show, 
celebrating the Japanese art of flower arrangement 
and showcasing its influence on Bahraini gardening 
and modern floral designs.

A significant milestone in our partnership occurred 
in 1998, when a professor and his assistant from 
the Ohara School were invited for a week-long 
engagement, supported by Nomura Holdings Inc. This 
visit included a large open demonstration and a private 
workshop exclusively for the Club’s members, which 
eventually led to the introduction of the “Japanese 
Ambassador Award” in 1999. This award, granted 
for a specific class dedicated for Ikebana during the 

H.E. Ms Okai Asako
Ambassador of Japan to the Kingdom of Bahrain

Celebrating the Bahrain Garden Club’s Diamond Jubilee and

BLOSSOMING PARTNERSHIP WITH JAPAN
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Annual Flower & Vegetable Show, underscores the 
significance of this Japanese art, which nurtures a 
profound connection between nature, art, and the 
human spirit. Since then, the Embassy has been 
actively involved in sponsorship, awarding, and 
evaluating the competitors’ works to ensure that 
Japanese artistic perspectives are included.

To deepen insights into the captivating art of Ikebana, 
the Embassy has facilitated demonstrations and 
workshops for the Club. For example, in 2019, Mr. 
Manabu Noda, a distinguished Professor from the 
Ikenobo Central Training Institute, led such an event 
during the Bahrain International Garden Show. 
Supported by the National Initiative for Agricultural 
Development and sponsored by Ebrahim K. Kanoo, 
this event enhanced local appreciation for Japanese 
culture, emphasizing harmony, balance, and simplicity 
in floral arrangements. It also fostered a harmonious 
blend of Bahraini and Japanese aesthetics, 
symbolizing unity and diversity.

The Bahrain Garden Club plays a significant role in 
the Bahrain International Garden Show (BIGS), and 
this Embassy is eager to further contributing to our 
common passion for Ikebana in the upcoming edition.

Ongoing dialogue on joint initiatives is an essential 
part of our collaboration. Beyond Ikebana, there are 
many other Japanese art forms related to horticulture, 
such as the meticulously shaped bonsai trees and 
landscape gardens. Through ongoing workshops, 
competitions, educational initiatives, and the dispatch 
of Japanese experts to connect with the Bahraini 
creative community, we can build bridges between 
our two countries.

By fostering continued mutual exchange and 
innovative practices, I believe that the Embassy 
and the Club can go beyond art and aesthetics to 
support a dynamic, sustainable agricultural sector in 
Bahrain. Our partnership aims to enhance Bahrain’s 
agricultural environment by incorporating advanced 
Japanese techniques, aligning with Bahrain’s 
ambitious afforestation plan and food security 
initiatives, in line with the Kingdom’s commitments 
to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (COP26).

Our commitment to environmental enrichment and 
intercultural understanding shall serve as a model 
for how creative exchanges can lead to practical 
benefits and deeper mutual respect between 
nations. Together, we can motivate all parties to 
drive sustainable development goals and make 
Bahrain greener.
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I am pleased to present this special 
edition of the newsletter, dedicated to 
the 60th anniversary of the Bahrain 
Garden Club. This edition captures 
the beautiful moments of the past six 
decades, celebrating our rich history 
and legacy.

You have taken a captivating journey through the 
milestones defining our club, strolling down memory 
lane, and reliving the cherished memories we shared.

Our newsletter began as a single handwritten page, 
and today, you are reading this special edition. 
Over the years, many dedicated volunteers have 
contributed to its growth, and I am honored to have 
been part of this team for the past eight years. The 
newsletter has covered both small and large club 
events, introduced readers to various plants and 
gardening methods, shared culinary recipes, and 
provided helpful tips. Its pages have been filled with 
beautiful photographs and smiling faces, reflecting 
the heart of our community.

I would like to express my gratitude to everyone who 
has contributed to the newsletter over the years.

One of our club’s most outstanding and significant 
achievements is the recognition of our Chairperson, 
Eng. Zahra Abdul Malik, as Woman of the Year 2024 
in Philanthropy. She is the first female horticultural 
engineer in the Gulf and has dedicated 40 years 
of volunteer service to the Bahrain Garden Club, 
including 15 years as Chairperson. Through her 
tireless efforts, she has educated countless Bahrainis 

Eng. Irina Averinos
Editor in Chief

SIX DECADES 
TOWARDS GREENERY 
AND SUSTAINABILITY

26
www.bahraingardenclub.com



and residents on how to cultivate plants in Bahrain’s 
challenging climate. She has delivered thousands 
of lectures and workshops to adults, students, and 
children on outdoor and indoor gardening, as well 
as growing their own food. She actively promotes 
local plants and sustainable gardening, inspiring the 
younger generation to experiment with gardening 
while preserving biodiversity. Zahra has encouraged 
many people to surround themselves with greenery, 
making Bahrain a more vibrant and sustainable place.

Our heartfelt congratulations to Eng. Zahra Abdul 
Malik, on this well-deserved achievement!

In celebration of the club’s Diamond Jubilee, I am 
excited to share our unique textile postcard project. 
While a greeting card is the simplest way to convey 
congratulations, this special occasion called for 
something extraordinary.

We invited crafters from different countries to create 
textile postcards on the theme “Find solace in the 
beauty of the garden.” Many responded to our 
delight and deep appreciation, sending us wonderful 
handcrafted cards!

We received fabric postcards from 11 countries: 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Russia, Jordan, Armenia, Germany, 
the UK, Canada, Belarus, Japan, and Egypt.

Despite their small size (10 x 15 cm), these textile 
miniatures showcase a variety of techniques, 
including hand and machine embroidery, patchwork, 
crochet, and appliqué. Many were further embellished 
with braid, lace, beads, and sequins, transforming 
each piece into a work of art.

We proudly exhibited these textile postcards in our 
pavilion during the Bahrain International Garden 
Show from February 19–23, 2025. The exhibition 
generated great public interest and admiration, with 
each postcard serving as a testament to creativity 
and craftsmanship.

In conclusion, I would like to extend my deepest 
gratitude to our sponsors, partners, members, and 
readers for being part of our journey. Your unwavering 
support has been the cornerstone of our success. 
Together, we have overcome challenges, achieved 
remarkable milestones, and built lasting partnerships.
We are excited to continue this journey with you!
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